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words, because it is a one-syllabled word and
has a long vowel-sound, being louder than the
two-syllabled and short-yowelled u hollow.'*
Compare the slightness of the Caesura here,
with the violence of the pause, the violence
of the antithesis in the last line of these
couplets from Thz First Epistle of the First
Book of Horace:
" To either India see the merchant fly,
Scared at the spectre of pale poverty !
See him, with pangs of body, pangs of soul,
Burn through the tropic, freeze beneath the pole I "
How flawlessly he fits his substance to his
meaning. Take, for instance, these lines,
which convey, in spite of the perfect structure
of the heroic couplet, a sense of the formlessness
of primeval matter (the lines are from The
Dun dad) :
" Till genial Jacob, or a warm third day,
Call forth each mass, a poem or a play:
How hints, like spawn, scarce quick in embryo lie,
How new-born nonsense first is taught to cry,
Maggots half-formed in rhyme exactly meet.
And learn to crawl upon poetic feet,'3
These lines, and the eight lines which follow,